""You should see me in a crown---" "I'm gonna run this nothing town"" "Billie Eilish"
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The coronaviruses are named for the crown-like spikes on their surface. These nasty viruses are linked to the common cold as well as the new killer pandemic known as COVID-19.[@bib1] In a recent op-ed, Cranford and colleagues (mostly early-career scientists) from a number of academic institutions in the United States and Singapore lamented the impact that COVID-19 has had on their academic careers.[@bib2] In a similar vein, other early-career scientists recently addressed the fact that the many conference cancellations that have been undertaken worldwide to protect public health has taken a toll on both early-career scientists and researchers from countries with limited research funding.[@bib3] Granted, these responses relatively early in the course of the pandemic (mid-to-end of March) may not accurately reflect our current understanding of the situation (early May). However, I feel inclined to add a few comments of my own, as I do take exception to some of these remarks. First, let me say that I, too, used to be an early-career scientist,[@bib4] and I do understand the many challenges that come with the territory. I also understand that conference cancellations are a disappointment and that this might disproportionally affect early-career scientists who wish to showcase their work. I also share the frustrations of those colleagues who have had to shift to remote teaching instead of having face-to-face interactions with students; zoom meetings can be very anemic. But we need to put things in perspective, and we need to ask ourselves whether the academic traveling circus is sustainable in the long run, given the fact that globalization and travel creates the very scenario that has enabled the rapid dispersal of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. I say this as somebody who has traveled at least 50 times to the United States in the past decade and who (according to my frequent flyer's app) has circumnavigated the globe almost 25 times. We also need to ask ourselves whether our scientific careers are dependent on whether we present our findings at conferences; sometimes, I feel that we should let the data do the talking. Do early-career scientists experience a constant pressure to perform, to publish, to compete, to excel (all the while, trying to raise a family and maintain a modicum of sanity)? Yes, all of this is true, and it never stops, and yet we are not defined by how quickly we climb the tenure ladder. Moreover, stopping the tenure clock should not be viewed as a sign of weakness.[@bib5] Most importantly, science is a social contract, and scientists (early, mid-, and late career) have responsibilities that go beyond promoting our own brand or upping our H-index.

Cranford and colleagues[@bib1] remarked that "academia is rooted in group assemblies---from classroom to conferences," and while this is true to some extent (the word "academy" traces back to Plato's school of philosophy where he conversed with his pupils), solitude lies at the heart of any intellectual enterprise: we are academics, and therefore, we need time to think, to reflect, to convince ourselves before we convince others. This pandemic-imposed quarantine is nothing if not an invitation to sit alone and ponder the bigger questions that we as scientists so seldom have time to grapple with. I don't presume that the proverbial apple will fall on our heads, but I do believe that we sometimes need to slow down in order to catch up.
